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Peripartum cardiomyopathy (PPCM) is a relatively rare form of non-ischemic
cardiomyopathy that occurs in healthy women during the final month of preg-
nancy and up to 5 months post-delivery. According to the National Institutes
of Health consensus panel, diagnostic criteria for PPCM includes congestive
heart failure symptoms of unknown cause, absence of a pre-existing heart mus-
cle disorder, symptomatic onset during the last month of gestation or 5 months
postpartum, and left ventricular systolic dysfunction demonstrated by a de-
creased ejection fraction (EF) (Pearson et al., 2000). Its incidence in United
States varies from 1 in 1300 to 1 in 4000 live births. (Message from the Guest
Editors)
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Peripartum cardiomyopathy
(PPCM) is a relatively rare
form of non-ischemic car-
diomyopathy that occurs in
healthy women during the
final month of pregnancy
and up to 5 months post-
delivery (Johnson-Coyle et
al., 2012).
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